1.  What is the difference between a diamond midfield and a flat midfield in the 4-4-2 system?

The midfield is shaped like a diamond and the outside mids pinch in to help the center mids and the make a shape like a diamond where as in a flat midfield the outside mids stay wide on the side the ball is on but pinch in when it isn’t near them or when we don’t have possession in a diamond the midfielders are always pinched in unless making runs. Also the center midfielders are one attacking and one defending instead of mirroring each other and playing flat.
2.  What are the advantages of playing in a diamond rather than playing a flat midfield?

When the midfield is in a diamond it allows the outside defenders to get into the attack and confuse the other team where as in a 4-4-2 with a flat midfield the defense is not likely to help in the attack.
3.  What possible weaknesses are present in a diamond midfield that are not present in a flat midfield?

There isn’t good match with the outside midfielders and our midfielders or with the forwards in a 4-3-3. 

4.  Does the organization of the midfielders in a diamond change the way the forwards and/or defenders on your team approach attacking and defending?  Explain.

Yes in a diamond it allows the outside defenders to help in the attack with over lapping runs and with crosses. The forwards have to check more and stretch the field wide because the outside mids are more in the middle than outside. With defending the outside mids have to help mark forwards and the forwards have to help mark midfielders of the other team especially in a 4-3-3

5.  Why did your team decide to try the diamond midfield in the 4-4-2 this season?

It allows more people in the attack which will hopefully lead to more goal scoring.
6.  What is confusing about playing a diamond midfield?
Who is to mark who. Like who the outside midfielders are to mark and who the center midfielders are to mark. It’s more difficult to figure that out in my opinion when we play a team that plays a 4-3-3 than it is when we play a team that plays a 4-4-2.

Who and when do defenders or the “outside midfielders” make runs and where. Its harder to figure out where to stand when we are on defense but then gain possession and are attacking quickly.
